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THE MURMURING STATUE
When the Traveller opened his eyes, 
six men cast in bronze were standing 
above him. He got on his feet and 
looked around him: a giant clock 
tower was overlooking an empty 
square (n°20). Where was he? All he 
could remember was a nightmare in 
which he was the last man travelling 
around a deserted world struck by 
a mysterious disease. Was it really 
a dream? His inner monologue was 
interrupted by a murmuring voice: “You 
are the only tourist left in Calais. I wish 
I could give you the keys of the city 
but I can't since... I’m a statue. Good 
luck”. The Traveller looked back at the 
sculpture. The six men were still locked 
in a theatrical heroic pose, ready for 
sacrifice (n°21). Now the Traveller felt 
crazy.

AMELIE'S ARK
He wandered around the streets 
in stressful silence and feeling 
unpleasantly observed by people 
hidden behind curtained windows. 
All the storefronts were closed and 
he couldn't help noticing that all the 
traffic lights were red. Without a map 
to guide him, the Traveller decided to 
follow the only sound he could hear, a 
remote loud snore. As he passed by a 
charming harbour with small stranded 
fishing boats (n°42), he understood that 
the snore was coming from a gigantic 
glass shelter a little bit further away. 
As he reached it, he was dumbstruck. 
Tons of colourful and exotic creatures 
were assembled around a majestic 
blue dragon (n°51) peacefully asleep. 
The only human being was a woman 
dressed in an unusual costume and a 
large headdress. She introduced herself 
as Amélie, the protective figure of the 
fishermen's district (n°41), currently 
taking care of all the animals left alone 
in a city deserted by humans. Now the 
Traveller felt enchanted.

THE FRENCH FRIES QUEEN
That's when he met the French Fries 
Queen. She was on the nearby 
beachfront, waiting outside a food 

stall called “Friterie 
des Nations” (n°47). 
“Good Lord of 
Salt, a human 

1658. In Calais for a military 
intervention, the 20-year-old King 
Louis XIV collapses from a mysterious 
disease that threatens his life. In an 
act of desperation, the King is purged 
22 times (!). The next morning Louis 
XIV is saved… but completely bald. 
That’s how the King began to wear his 
famous curly wigs. 

1896. Revolutionary local figures 
and former lace factory workers (n°18), 
Emile Salembier and Alfred Delcluze, 
get elected into city hall. Both agreed 
on Alfred Delcluze being the mayor, 
but a last minute betrayal made Emile 
Salembier take the seat. Apart from 
making progress in many people's 
day-to-day lives, they fight each other 
relentlessly for the following decades. 
Today, both have a street named after 
them… located far away from each 
other.

1945. World War II is over. Charles 
de Gaulle, the French saviour figure of 
an awful war that destroyed 75% of the 
city, arrives in Calais. He’s welcomed 
by his brother-in-law Jacques 
Vendroux, the mayor. Even though 
locals are sad because of the absence 
of “Aunt Yvonne”, the local woman 
who married Charles in 1921 in Notre-
Dame Church (n°34); they get excited 
by the war hero speech. That’s how 
the de Gaulle mania began in the city. 
There are two statues of the man (n°25 
and around n°35). Charles used to wear 
his wedding ring alternately on each 

being! Do you know what time the 
restaurant will be opening?”. The 
Traveller couldn't say a word. He was 
bewitched by the smell of her dress 
made entirely of french fries. “Oh sorry, 
I haven't introduced myself. I am the 
French Fries Queen of Belgium”. She 
told the Traveller that she had come 
to Calais in order to inspect the quality 
of its countless chip shops. Then, as 
the sun was beautifully setting in the 
sea, their night turned romantic on this 
splendorous beach (n°49). They were 
sharing fries elegantly plucked from 
the dress of the French Fries Queen. 
That's how the Traveller fell in love with 
Calais. And now he felt greasy.

THE VILLAIN CLOUD
In the middle of the night, a violent 
windstorm separated the two lovers. 
Without warning, the sky abruptly 
charged itself with dreadful clouds. The 
Traveller was kidnapped by the biggest 
of them. “I'm the Villain Cloud. I'm here 
to terrify the inhabitants of Calais with 
my power: an ever-changing weather 
that drives them crazy”. As he flew 
above the city out of control, our hero 
was dazzled by a blinding light. “It's 
the lighthouse (n°38), the last aid that 
seamen used against my fickle storms. 
But it won't be any help to you”. That’s 
when the Villain Cloud tried to imitate 
an evil laugh but all he could manage 
was a ridiculous windy whistle. Then 
he disappeared. Now the Traveller was 
completely dishevelled. 

THE HIPSTER ORACLE
As the windstorm ended, the Traveller 
was standing on the top of a water 
tower wrapped in a elegant metallic 
structure (n°4). In front of him was a 
handsome guy on a very sophisticated 
bike. “I am the Hipster Oracle. I come 
from a bright future where Calais is 
prosperous and trendy. But for now, 
you’re stuck in this time of transition. 
The city is slowly being transformed, 
revealing itself to the world. That's 
why it is worth exploring. This magical 
map will give you all the answers you 
need”. The Hipster Oracle disappeared, 
leaving behind a fabulous rainbow 
in a pure blue sky. A new day had 
come and with the 2021 Calais USE-IT 
map in his hands, the Traveller still 
felt totally crazy, enchanted, greasy 
and was completely dishevelled. He 
looked more than ever like a true 
local. The first thing he noticed 
was that people were back in 
the streets, and the traffic 
lights switched back to a 
hopeful green all over 
the city.

hand, a particularity 
you’ll be able to observe 
when comparing the two 
statues. 

1986. A pop music band 
—leather jackets and ruffled hair— 
perform a song about a love story on 
a ferry boat. The song is called “Dover-
Calais”, the group is named STYLE 
and they are competing for a place 
in the Eurovision Song Contest… for 
Sweden. Meanwhile, the Canterbury 
treaty between France and the United 
Kingdom is signed. A tunnel under 
the sea will be constructed to connect 
the two countries between Folkestone 
and Calais. It was inaugurated in 1994. 
Since then, we are still waiting for an 
updated version of the song…

2020. Have you ever seen an 
election campaign in which the 
main issue was a dragon? It has 
happened in Calais since the arrival 
of the gigantic creature (n°51) in 
autumn 2019. It was the centre of 
every conversation for months. Was it 
necessary? Did it cost too much? Will 
it truly make the city more attractive? 
And why the heck a dragon? Feel 
free to take part in the debate with 
locals, go and see for yourself the 
impressive mechanical beauty. If you 
ever succeed in not being captivated 
by its grace, poetry and incredible 
engineering, ask yourself where your 
inner child is hidden.

SEE

CHILL & GO OUT

EAT

SHOP

ARTS & CULTURE

TOURIST OFFICE

TRAIN STATION

FERRY BOARDING

YOUTH HOSTEL

CAMPING SITE

SUPERMARKET

BEST FRENCH FRIES

STREET ART SPOTS

THE LEGENDS TRAIL
Follow the footsteps of eccentric local figures as you go 
through the city's legends and unresolved mysteries. 



DOVER

CALAIS

LILLE

BRUGES
GHENT

BRUSSELS

DUNKIRK

BOULOGNE- 
SUR-MER

calaiswood
Association

Writing: Rémi Crombez
Design and cartography: Arthur Beaubois-Jude
Illustrations: Clément Pélabon
Pictures: Gwen Mint
Editorial board: Pauline, Louise and Rosie Simonneau, Maxime Talleux, 
Barbara Jurkiewicz, Julia Druelle

USE-IT Calais is published by CALAISWOOD  
and supported by the City of Calais

2nd edition, July 2021 // No one paid to be on this map
© OpenStreetMap contributors

 Contact: calaiswood@gmail.com
  www.calaiswood.fr

WWW.USE-IT.TRAVEL
USE-IT is tourist info for young people: made by 
locals, no-nonsense and up-to-date. Want to 
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44 CULTURAL OASIS 
Art in all its forms has brought life 

back to this former slaughterhouse, built 
like a tiny village in the city. Explore the 
inside street of Le Channel, designed as an 
architectural parade and come across a 
water tower turned into a belvedere, a lodge 
wrapped in words and another one dressed 
with plants, a secret park (n°5), a bookshop, 
a café and a restaurant. Prestigious theatre 
and dance events are hosted in two splendid 
auditoriums for very low prices. A huge 
green and orange circus tent stands on the 
spot of the old smokehouse that used to 
blow the smell of death into the air. Artists 
have now taken over from dead bodies and 
the only thing you’ll smell today is the aura 
of art, creation and happiness.
///homes.nest.crawled

55 THE SECRET GARDEN
Hidden in the courtyard of Le Channel 

(n°4) lies the most intimate park in Calais. 
Designed by inhabitants with the help of 
landscape artists, the Utopian Island is a 
peaceful shelter and a lovely piece of urban 
poetry. 
///cucumber.librarian.keep

66 THE BOOK FAIRIES
Enchantress booksellers will greet 

you warmly at the Librairie Du Channel. 
You may end up spending hours browsing 
through the books until you’ll kindly get 
pushed towards the exit because it’s time to 
close. Book Fairies have a life too, you know. 
Tue-Sat: 10:00-19:00. Late openings during 
performance nights at n°4. 
///symphony.tunnel.trickle

77 FOODIE DILEMMA
Would you rather have an affordable 

gastronomic dinner at Les Grandes Tables 
Du Channel (two-course menu is 19€) or a 
delicious nourishing meal in a cosy pub at Le 
Bistrot (dishes at 9€)? The latter is also the 
place to have a nice drink in an arty spot and 
get philosophical with the wall behind the 
counter. Veggie friendly.
///revival.biggest.friend

88 ART TIME
As the local art scene flourished, many 

artworks needed a place to be displayed. 
Thanks to Madeleine and Benoit Delescluse, 
the Courant d’Art Gallery now regularly 
opens its doors for exhibitions to showcase 
the creative gifts of artists from the city. 
///copy.dollars.disclose

99 GLOBAL CANDIES 
Yohann, the owner of this sweet shop, 

has secret agents all over the galaxy to track 
the latest and strangest sweet or beverage 
and send it to La Confiserie Du Monde, 
Calais. It’s a sweet world after all. 
Mon 14:00-19:00 Tue-Wed 10:00-12:00/14:00-
19:00. Thu 9:00-19:00. Fri-Sat 10:00-19:00
///painting.dramatic.bars

1010 HAPPILY EVER AFTER
As soon as bored people enter La 

Caverne Du Jeu, they are amazed: board 
games from the floor to the ceiling. They 
can be taken by the two watchmen of 
this magical place to the backroom where 
they can test 500 different games for free. 
When they leave the shop at night with 
their carriage full of purchases, they can live 
happily ever after. 
Mon-Sat 10:00-12:00/14:00-19:00  
Late night closings Thu 1:00 / Fri 2:00
///oath.approach.tune

1111
 
THE MYSTERIOUS NICKNAME
Even though the store's name 

is Texti, locals have always called it 
“Texti Bebert”. It is a sweet tribute to 
the founder Robert who was famously 
nicknamed “Bebert”. In the 60s, he used 
to sell odds and ends in the markets. His 
success led him to open a real shop which 
has since then supplied families on a budget 
with very low-priced clothes, sandcastle kits, 
butterfly nets or plastic sandals. 
Mon-Fri 10:00-12:30/14:30-19:00  

Sat 10:00-13:00/14:00-19:00
  ///bless.caravan.gladiators

1919 INNER BEAUTY
In the early 2000s, local film-lovers 

joined forces to reopen L’Alhambra, an 
old movie theatre. They also chose to use 
its original name, the one from before 
the World War II bombings, when the 
architecture of the building was fully 
Andalusian with mosaics, ornamental 
balconies and even a castellated tower. Even 
though the place has lost its magnificence, it 
has got its soul back. Olé. 
Ticket: 7,50€. Screenings from 16:00  
(14:00 on weekends) to 20:30
///dominate.camera.think

2020 THE DESERT BORDER 
For a long time, a sandy plain called 

The Sahara marked the border between 
two towns: Calais in the north and Saint-
Pierre-Lès-Calais in the south. As the two 
cities merged in 1885, the new City Hall was 
erected on this plain. Since 1925, the majestic 
building and its 75 meter high belfry reign 
over a city still geographically split in two. 
Ticket to visit and climb up the belfry: 5€  
Winter: Tue-Sun 10:00-12:00/14:00-17:30 
Summer: Every day 10:00-12:00/13:30-17:30
///maps.defends.gamer

2121 THE SPYING SCULPTURE
The Six Bourgeois is an art 

masterpiece. The original work has been 
reproduced 11 times and dispersed all around 
the world. Inaugurated in 1895, the sculpture 
by Auguste Rodin recounts the surrender 
of six Calaisian leaders in order to spare 
the people of the city during the siege by 
Edward III, King of England in 1346. Their 
lives were saved but the city keys were given 
to the King. Calais became the new jewel of 
the English Kingdom for the following two 
centuries. 

Rémi. 30. Lamppost Igniter 
“The only time I was able 
to witness the strange 
phenomenon was the day 
the belfry clock tower broke 

down. I put my ear to the 
sculpture and I heard remote 

conversations in different languages that 
seemed to come from many other places in 
the world. Are all the copies of the sculpture 
mysteriously connected? Since then, every 
time I try to listen to it again, the clock tower 
rings. How bizarre.”
///fishery.bumps.bedroom

2222 THE HIDDEN SHIPWRECK
The decor of the bar Les Pirates is so 

realistic that it feels like being in the wreck of 
a real 17th century ship. Go there to run into 
an English seaman with “Mummy” tattooed 
on his butt or get caught up in the middle of 
an Irish music concert, or a reggae dub mic 
session. That’s one hell of a boat! 
Mon-Thu 15:30-1:00. Fri 15:30-2:00  
Sat 12:00-2:00. Sun 15:00-20:00
///hills.buns.dramatic

2323 THE HEALTHY DISTRICT
You’re entering the sports area of 

the city. Further away, you’ll see the five-
centuries-old fortifications of La Citadelle, 
now home to sports fields and a beautiful 
park. In front of you lies Calais’ first indoor 
pool, inaugurated in 1963. The Emile Ranson 
Swimming Pool is named after one of 
the local swimming club directors whose 
militancy led to the construction of the 
building and…

Maxime. 29. Fake News Maniac
“... STOP! What are you talking 
about? The swimming pool is 
named after a famous local 
news story. English thieves took 
refuge in the pool construction 

site with a hostage, after escaping 
a police chase. They then announced their 
extortion plan in approximate French: «Nous 
voulons to be libres et mille ransom». The 
next morning, the front page of the local 
newspaper cried out «ET MILLE RANSOM!». 
That’s how the building got its real name.”
///friends.invents.dizzy

2424 THE CHEF INVITES YOU
Feast in the dining room of a friend you 

don’t even know at La Route Des Epices. 
Chef Rezak’s couscous is the best in Calais, 
and the menu is filled with a variety of 
other courses, inspired by traditional 
oriental cooking. Mint tea is offered and 
for an extra 1.20€ you can also have a 
delicious oriental pastry.
Lunch menu is at 12.50€. Veggie friendly 
Mon-Thu 12:00-14:00. Fri 12:00-14:00 / 
19:00-22:00. Sat 19:00-22:00
///luring.civil.herds

3232 NORTH COAST HYPE
As unlikely as it may sound, Calais 

and California have some things in common 
such as the first three letters and… eh… 
outstanding beaches and sunsets (n°49) or 
Hollywood stars’ hand- or footprints (n°43). 
Be hype before everyone else and buy a 
trendy souvenir at the Calaisfornia Concept 
Store honouring how cool Calais is and how 
little people know about it. Ride on baby! 
Tue, Wed: 10:00-12:00/14:00-19:00  
Thu-Sat 10:00-19:00
///bootleg.defends.explain

3333 THE CHAMPION REWARD
If you are looking for a place to mingle 

with beefy rugby players messing around 
for a post-game celebration (and who isn’t?), 
the sports bar La Soule is your spot. Bending 
your elbow is also regarded as a sporting 
activity here. 
Mon-Thu 17:00-22:30. Fri-Sat 17:00-2:00
///rainy.clearly.benched

3434 THE TREASURE OF THE CHURCH
The Notre-Dame Church is an 

architectural heritage from the English 
occupation era. It holds a treasure: an 
impressive altarpiece, considered as one of 
the most majestic in Europe. It’s the silent 
witness of an outrageous robbery. In the 17th 
century, a Genoese vessel that transported 
the altarpiece was shipwrecked nearby. The 
piece was confiscated by King Louis XIII and 
then puzzled back together in the church. 

Juliette. 23. Gifted Exorcist 
“Stroll through the lovely Tudor 
Garden surrounding the church 
and smell the fragrances of 
beautiful and colourful flowers. 
It looks enchanting, doesn't it? 

Make no mistake, the place is 
malevolent. Flowers have been installed 
there to hide the horrific smell of the area. 
I tell you, we shouldn't have stolen the 
altarpiece! It was cursed!”
///thinkers.career.taking

3535 THE CONTAGIOUS SMILE
In La Reserva, happiness radiates 

through the mischievous smile of the giant 
bearded old man painted on the wall by 
the local street artist Vyrüs. The Latino bar is 
known for serving good mojitos and “rhums 
arrangés” as well as arranging hot dance 
night parties on summer weekends. 
Tues-Sun 15:00-2.00
///posts.sweeping.flaked

3636 THE PHŒNIX HARBOUR
The beautiful Crespin Warehouse 

is sadly abandoned on the fringe of the 
declining harbour. Hopefully, the area will 
come back to life in coming years as the 
warehouse is going to host the headquarters 
of an acclaimed theatre company called 
“If you could lick my heart” directed by the 
Calaisian artist Julien Gosselin. With the help 
of the elegant Blue and Yellow Cranes in the 
background, it sure promises to be splendid. 

Pauline. 32. Party Shaman
“I once met the old Jean-Michel, 
he used to be a crane-driver. He 
told me about his encounter 
with his former lover Gina at a 
seagull-cry imitation contest. 

She was the great-granddaughter 
of a famous Aztec chief. She was so tired 
of the bad weather that she asked him to 
paint the cranes the colors of Aztec sun-god 
Huitzilopochtli. According to Jean-Michel, 
when the blue & yellow cranes are perfectly 
lined up, the two metallic dancers hypnotise 
the clouds and guarantee sun for the next 
day. Unfortunately, the cranes are very 
heavy. It is rare to manage to line them 
up properly, which explains the cursed 
weather.”
///passions.notes.odds

3737 THE HANGING FISH
The Cafe Du Minck is a typical 

fisherman's bar packed with pieces of Calais’ 
history and souvenirs. Lolo and Mimi, the 
owners, shake hands with all their 
customers: fishermen, dockworkers, 
businessmen, artists, unemployed or 
retired people as well as… you. Did you 
bump into a smelly decoration hanging 
from the front door? Well, that’s the sea 
dog, an appetizer which is actually dried 
fish with a strong taste. Do not miss this 
place. 
Tue-Sat: 7:30-20:30. Sun: 8:00-14:00
///recital.moisture.return

4343 EPHEMERAL GLORY
Right after the abdication of Napoléon 

I, Louis XVIII ended his exile in England and 
crossed the Channel. When the new king 
fet foot on the dock of Calais on April 24th 
1814, the city was hysterical. The Louis XVIII 
Column is a reminder of this triumphant day. 
The imprint of the royal foot is engraved in 
the ground for eternity, as the new king was 
welcomed like a Hollywood star, long before 
Hollywood was even born.

Arthur. 27. Archives Stalker 
“Why pass over in silence the 
following part of the story? I 
found out that there were plans 
for a urinal to be built right next 
to the monument in the late 19th 

century. And at the beginning 
of the 20th, inhabitants of the fishermen's 
neighbourhood used the column as a giant 
dryer for their laundry. I have got proof, old 
newspaper articles and pictures. Louis XVIII, 
a Hollywood star? What a joke.”
///volume.troubles.parties

4444 CULINARY INDIA
In the restaurant Le Punjab you’ll 

be treated like royalty in a luxurious sea-
view Indian palace setting. Get ready for 
a culinary fairy tale cooked with love and 
succulent chicken or finger-licking lamb. 
Lunch menu: 10€. Veggie friendly 
Tue-Sun 11:00-14:00/19:00-22:30
///audibly.iceberg.caramel

4545 THE MIRACULOUS RETURN
When the beachfront rebuilding 

began, an historical food landmark abruptly 
disappeared. Luckily, the iconic Beignet 
Tunisien is back a few steps away from its 
former location. You won’t be allowed to 
praise the charms of Calais if you haven’t 
tasted Ali’s succulent fritters.
Every day 12:00-10:30 
///coarser.roofer.master

4646 THE SPIRIT OF THE FORT 
The Fort Risban Area is an amazing 

park with gorgeous views of the harbour and 
the city. The promenade surrounds ramparts 
originating from the 14th century, when 
King Edward III of England (n°21) built a fort 
here to stop supplies of provisions from the 
sea and starve the inhabitants. In 1799, an 
explosion destroyed the place, probably due 
to a ship that stored gunpowder below deck. 
The corpse of Sir Louvet –the watchman– 
was found completely torn apart. Except for 
the horrific backstories, it’s a very nice spot. 
The park is open every day 8:00-21:00.

Gwen, 36, Street Witch
“I’m seen in Calais as a very 
talented pyromaniac. I can 
create fire from nowhere except 
in this very special place. Even 

a match or a lighter does not 
ignite. Locals are convinced that 

it's because of the wind. Fools! My direct 
connection with the afterworld is clear: it is 
the spirit of Sir Louvet, the dead watchman. 
He is still protecting the place by blowing 
out any flame to avoid another explosion. 
Test him, light your fire.”
///chilling.motel.agents

4747 THE GOOD OLD WAY
What used to be a chaotic car park 

is now a pedestrian area with new street 
food huts hosting the Friterie des Nations, 
which has been a must-eat in Calais for 
generations, as well as the two competing 
ice cream vendors: Diego and Siegler. It’s 
amazingly cheap, tasty and generously 

served!  
French fries: Every day 11:00-22:00  
Ice creams: as soon as the sun shines!

///products.beside.forces

4848 CROSSROADS
The new beachfront boasts a pleasant 

promenade, a gigantic skatepark, and a 
panoramic belvedere to stare at the sea. The 
place is now called “Calais LA Plage” (i.e. 
Calais, the beach). Is it worth the comparison 
with the “City of Angels” in California? Make 
up your own mind! Even though the city 
is looking towards a brighter future, the 
Banksy Artwork is a reminder that Calais, 

as a border town, is the last stop and 
a dead end for thousands of refugees 

seeking a better future in the United 
Kingdom. The artwork shows both 

the hope and the danger that refugees 
experience once here. Some of them lose 
their lives in a desperate attempt to cross 
the Channel. We will not forget.
///lodge.hoaxes.notched

1212 THE SURPRISING BOX
Are you looking for the 1982 

limited edition Chewbacca figurine 
that was missing from your collection? 
Or searching for a lost Russian doll to 
complete the souvenir matriochka you 
bought in Moscow? Rush into Au Coin Des 
Collectionneurs, a permanent flea market 
where you’ll be guided by the extraordinarily 
detailed knowledge of the owner. 
Tue-Fri: 14:00-19:00. Sat: 9:30-12:00/14:00-19:30
///educated.wage.sleeps

1313 THE ARCHITECT
The imposing Art Deco building 

overlooking the square is architect Roger 
Poyé’s city masterpiece, inaugurated in 1939. 
The front fresco of the Bourse Du Travail 
represents workers of every trade plied 
in Calais. At the time, Poyé was probably 
the most influential architect in town, 
with buildings spread across the city. His 
involvement in local urban design led him 
to work on the reconstruction of Calais-
Nord after the World War II bombings. He 
was a strong supporter of the regionalist 
style which is today the visual identity 
of the central and western part of the 
neighborhood (around n°28, n°33) with 
its Flemish-inspired architecture made of 
red bricks. He was later excluded from the 
project when it took a modernist turn in 
the northern part. There, any inspirational 
inheritance was erased from the buildings 
and the formula became: white, rectangular, 
concrete (around n°35). 
///tempting.posts.kinks 

1414 TINY SUGAR PALACE
The best pastries in Calais? Try 

Envies Sucrées. The baker regularly invents 
brand new cakes, for which the names are 
sometimes chosen by his customers on 
Facebook. (Don’t miss the bags of animal 
pralines!) 
Thu-Fri 11:30-13:00/14:00-18:30. Sat 10:00-
13:00/14:00-16:30. Sun: 10:00-13:00
///late.curious.awesome

1515 GOLDEN HANDS
What used to be a failed shopping 

centre is now Calais Coeur De Vie, a hybrid 
place accommodating clothing stores, 
a fitness centre, a coworking space, a 
language school, a Fab Lab… Local creators 
sell their creations in Le Comptoir De L'îlot, 
a shop in the centre of the building. Original 
jewellery, clothes, craft objects: take a piece 
of Calais home. 
Mon-Sat 12:00-18:00
///junction.hello.page

1616 THE BEATING HEART
ANIMA is an urban farm and a hub 

for social entrepreneurs, located right in the 
middle of the city. This is a place for strollers 
to look at street art, for children to cuddle 
small animals and for local thinkers and 
inventors to save the planet and its people. 
Another beating heart for the city. 
Every day 10:30-18:00 / Closed on Mondays
///amuse.dinosaur.insects

1717 TIME LOOPHOLE
The Calice is the only place in Calais 

where you’ll be served food until midnight. 
You can soak up its inside cosy atmosphere 
in winter as well as chill in the little oasis of 
calm in the backyard summer garden. Could 
the clock at the front door have the power to 
stop time? 
Veggie friendly  
8:00-1:00 / Open till 2:00 on weekends
///weekend.beside.once

1818 A SMUGGLING HERITAGE
Calais lace is known worldwide 

even though it originated in Nottingham, 
England in the 18th century. English lace 
manufacturers decided to secretly bring 
their machinery into France secretly, with 
the help of talented smugglers, because 
of a trade blockade between the two 
countries. Calais being their first stop on the 
continent, lace factories began to spread 
in the city, turning it into an industrial hub. 
The remains of this past glory can be seen 
at the Lace And Fashion Museum, housed 
in a former factory. There’s a guy who 
actually shows you how the machines 
work, no more secrets from those giant 
loud metal beasts which have been 
giving birth to kilometers of lace for 
decades! In addition, you’ll see high-
profile temporary exhibitions about 

today’s fashion designers, the likes of 
Givenchy or Balenciaga. 
Entrance fee: 7€  

April-October: every day 10:00-18:00 
November-March: every day 10:00-

17:00 Closed on Tuesdays 
Info: cite-dentelle.fr/en

///hardens.begins.infinite

2525 THE INFINITE ARGUMENT
The giant statues of two big men 

greet strollers and joggers at the entrance 
of Richelieu Park. The installation was 
inaugurated in 2017 as a reminder of 
Franco-British friendship. It depicts Winston 
Churchill And Charles De Gaulle, both 
facing an arch that represents France under 
reconstruction after World War II.

Barbara. 29. Nosey Jogger 
“I couldn’t stop laughing about 

the timing of the erection of 
those statues... right after 
Britain’s vote to leave the EU. 
After that, it was just endless 

twists and delays of the actual 
Brexit. So there is no doubt about 

it: that's why the statues cannot stop 
arguing now. Sure thing! I know, because I 
heard them whispering myself, when I was 
out for a late-night run! As long as the frozen 
souls of Churchill and de Gaulle are here, the 
British will always be Europeans.”
///storms.resort.headache

2626 CUBIC ART
On the occasion of a street art 

retrospective in 2019, the museum 
overflowed into the street with the erection 
of two Cubic Murals. Outdoors artists 
are now permanently invited to express 
themselves on the installation. Rumour has 
it that they throw away their colour sprays 
inside the cubes once their work is done. We 
can’t wait for these murals to regurgitate 
their art overdose.
///nests.date.glory

2727 MUSEUMS AREN’T BORING
Don’t be fooled by the stern look of 

the Fine Arts Museum. It’s probably one of 
the most innovative and dynamic of its kind. 
The permanent collection is worth a look 
with several works by Rodin. Temporary 
exhibitions are always shake up institutional 
art frames: Kissing and Art, intimate 
photos of our French mythical singer Serge 
Gainsbourg and his British lover Jane Birkin, 
or the first street art retrospective in a public 
museum in France, to name but a few. What 
will the future art revolution look like? Step in 
and you’ll find out! 
Ticket 4€
April-Oct: Tue-Sun 13:00-18:00 
Nov-March: Tue-Sun 13:00-17:00
///luring.cheer.noisy

2828 YOU BELONG HERE
The bar La Timbale is the kind of place 

that carries a lot of love, cuddles and a 
sense of belonging. The darts board is a 
very busy spot in there, as well as the one 
and only toilet (you’ve been warned). If the 
atmosphere takes a particularly enchanted 
turn on concert nights, it remains a very 
bewitching spot on any night of the week. 
Sun-Thu 16:00-1:00. Fri-Sat 16:00-2:00
///require.devotion.vocals

2929 TIMETRAVEL COOKING
Step into the restaurant L’Histoire 

Ancienne and embark for a trip through 
time, back to the early 20th century. 
Gastronomic but cheeky courses with a 
touch of bourgeois taste will provide you 
with a classy moment at affordable prices. 
Why not, just this once? 
Lunch menus at 21€  
Tue-Sat 12:00-14:00/18:45-21:30
///rail.seasonal.also

3030 THE CURIOSITY CABINET
This bar is like a jewellery box filled with 

small shiny treasures. Order a tasty fresh 
beer with a plate of antipasti, fine meat and 
cheese while you wonder at the wonderfully 
eclectic playlist. Somewhere between 
a curiosity cabinet and the local artists' 
hangout, La Betterave is a warm and happy 
place. The promise of a pleasant break. 
Sun-Thu 17:00-22:00. Fri-Sat 17:00-00:00
///trailer.figs.dwarves

3131 THE LAST SHELTER
You won’t find trendy clubs with 

in vogue DJs and a herd of hipsters 
(even though some places can be quite 
adventurous, ask for “Le Bangkok” or “La 
Suite”). The best choice in Calais is to knock 
on the door of Le K-Vo, a very narrow 
karaoke bar packed with young lost souls, 
older nostalgic ones, affectionate cougars 
and horny sailors. Beverages are quite 
expensive but the atmosphere is priceless. 
Don’t forget to salute the sun 
when leaving at dawn. 
Mon-Sat 22:00-5:00
///harder.castle.extreme

3838 THE GHOST IN THE LIGHT
It is one of the few survivors of the 

terrible bombings in World War II: the 
graceful Lighthouse, erected at the top of its 
own little hill in 1848. As you climb towards 
the front door, you’ll be overwhelmed by a 
strange feeling: could this place be haunted? 
Some people claim to have witnessed 
a ghost called Marcel, but we cannot 
guarantee you an encounter. However, the 
magnificent panorama you’ll get at its top is 
100% sure. 
Entrance fee: 5€. 271 steps to climb  
Summer: Every day 10:00-12:30/14:00-18:00 
Other times of the year: Wed and Sat 10:00-
11:30/14:00-17:00. Sun 10:00-11:30/14:00-17:00

Braquo. 4. Philosopher Cat
“Does a cat get seven or nine 
lives? Personally, I can’t tell. 
But I’m sure I’ve had at least 
two since I have this strong 
connection with the ghost of the 

lighthouse. Each night, I stare 
at the building from my mistress’ flat. The 
silhouette of the old man appears, outlined 
by the beam of the beacon. He waves at me 
and I feel comforted. Obviously, my mistress 
is asleep and totally unaware of this affair. I 
just hope she’s not a ghost as well. Miaow.”
///present.solar.inhales

3939 THE SUPERSTITION 
Don’t leave Calais before meeting 

Myriam Pont The Sea Farmer, a living 
legend. Myriam has been selling high 
quality mussels (and other sea delights) on 
this dock since 1983. As a child she always 
wanted to go out and explore the seas. But 
traditions and stupid superstitions being 
what they were, women were not allowed 
on boats. That’s why the stubborn young 
girl decided to be a “fisherwoman” without 
a boat and so she began to pick mussels on 
the sea shore. 
Mon-Sat 9:00-12:30/14:30-19:00. Sun 9:00-12:30
///reaction.seated.windy

4040 THE ENCOUNTER 
When Michel bumped into the artist 

Swed at a supermarket, he didn’t know his 
face would be painted on a 13m high mural 
nearby. It’s now one of the highlights of the 
many frescos scattered around town, and 
the perfect spot for shy people to stare into 
the eye and the soul of a true local without 
the fear of being yelled at «Min lô fiu ! 
Qu’est-ce tu m’veux ?» (trad: “Hey, what you 
want man??”).
///elastic.graphic.rising

4141 THE CHARMING TRICK 
The brutal demolition of the Courgain 

Maritime, the old fishermen neighbourhood, 
after World War II bombings hasn’t taken 
away it’s apparent charm. Indeed, the 
Matelote Building surrounding the fishing 
harbour looks authentic. But it’s a trick. Its 
backside and the other areas of the district 
are made of contemporary buildings. Don’t 
reveal the secret!

Julia. 30.  
 Crustacean Consultant
“A talkative local shellfish told 
me the legend of Amélie, the 
statue at the top of the building. 
The night she was elected 

‘Queen of the Ball’ was a very 
joyful one. She was beautifully dressed as 
a Courguinoise (the typical costume for 
seamen's wives) and raised to the top of the 
building so that everyone could admire her. 
That’s when a shooting star spiked the sky 
and froze Amélie forever.”
///third.snappy.supply

4242 UPSIDE DOWN 
The Bassin Du Paradis is the typical 

postcard landscape in Calais. A legacy 
from the maritime history of the city going 
back to the Middle Ages, when fishermen 
were at the heart of the economy. Some 
claim that its name refers to an influential 
English family settled there during the 
British occupation era (1347-1558). One 
could see another significance in the name: 
the bollards around the basin are in fact 
cannons placed upside down into the 
ground. Destructive weapons turned into 

decorative items, it sounds like paradise. 
With the fishing boats that ran aground 

when the sea pulled back, you won’t be 
able to resist the charm of the place. 

Peace, love, and low tide. 
///plenty.bothered.jokes

4949 THE BEACH PROTECTORS
In 1892, the belgian businessman 
Achille Bresson had a vision while 

strolling on the sand. He saw Calais Beach 
as a magnificent seaside resort with a 
gigantic casino. He later built one, and Calais 
began to attract tourists. Today, the casino 
has moved to the Calais-Nord district but 
the dream of Achille Bresson remains. That’s 
why the area has recently been under a 
huge transformation. The aim is to make 
the city a vibrant tourist destination. Locals 
are quite happy about it, as long as their 
cherished beach cabins and sumptuous 
sunsets stay the same. 

Hélène. 32. Seagull Tamer
“Do you really think these 
crowds of gulls are attracted 
to Calais because they can eat 
all the leftover fries? Please, 
stop showing contempt for 

these smart creatures. They are 
the watchful protectors of a precious secret. 
A treasure of diamonds, stranded on this 
beach. You don’t believe me? Wait for the 
night so you can witness some strange blue 
luminescence on the surface of the sea… 
(and please, DON’T FEED THE GULLS!)”
///crystal.wardrobe.exactly

5050 ENCHANTED CABINS
The tiny Cabins of Calais were 

erected before the law prohibited building 
on a public beach. They are now fiercely 
protected by locals because they are a 
symbol of our town, a privilege for the 
owners and a nice spot to relax while staring 
at the sunset for the others.
///harmony.think.composed

5151 THE SEA DRAGON
When the sacred stone locking the 

passage to the underworld was accidently 
moved during the new harbour construction 
process, the Sea Dragon rushed into the 
water and his scales turned blue. On his 
arrival on the shore, a gigantic shelter was 
built for him and a bar & restaurant installed 
nearby so that Dragon and locals could get 
to know each other. He was joined by an 
intriguing iguana, and it is rumoured that 
other creatures are on their way...
Ticket for a ride on the Sea Dragon: 9€50  
Nov to March 14:00-17:30. May, June, Sept & 
Oct 10:30-17:30. July, Aug 10:30-18:30  
Info: compagniedudragon.com

Raphaël. 10. Underage Dwarf
“Since his arrival, I’ve been 
wondering how the Sea Dragon 
gets his food. I guess the 
massive creature needs a lot 
of energy. One night, I escaped 

from home to spy on him. That’s 
when I learned the truth: the Dragon was 
on the shore as a group of enchanting 
mermaids were singing to make giant 
french fries magically appear from the 
bottom of the sea. He was devouring them 
like a real local.”
///seats.single.cucumber

5252 THE OVERSIZED 
SOUVENIR

On the 7th May 2000, our local 
non-professional soccer club 
reached the final of the French 
Cup. During the championship, 
a bunch of regular guys 
defeated the best teams in the 
country. It was breathtaking, 
all eyes were on Calais, 
the atmosphere was crazy 
all over town. Sadly, the 
final game against Nantes 
was lost because of a last 
minute penalty. Everyone 
in Calais knows that the 
referee was obviously bribed… 
Nonetheless, the return 
of the team to the city 
was a triumph. 20 years 
later, the only tangible 
heritage of this epic story 
is the oversized and well-
named Epic Stadium. A 
dive into darkness shortly 
followed for the club, 
which went bankrupt a 
few years later. Today, the 
stadium is pretty much 
deserted except for the 
occasional game. But 
the pride is avidly 
kept in local hearts 
as well as an endless 
gratitude for that team 
of eternal heroes. 
///retire.messing.
charmingly

Whizzkids behind WHAT3WORDS have 
divided the whole world into 3-meter 
squares and assigned to each square 
a unique combination of 3 words that 
never change. It’s easier than GPS, and as 
accurate, but a lot more fun. Their aim is to 
create a global standard for communicating 
locations. People use WHAT3WORDS to find 
their tents at festivals, navigate to B&Bs, and 
send emergency services to the right place. 

You can download the app WHAT3WORDS 
(it’s free!) and use it to guide you during 
your stay in Calais. Just type the three 
words at the end of each paragraph, 
presented like this:
///steered.hometown.wins

11 LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
The Fort Nieulay was built in the 

17th century as a protection against hostile 
sieges.  Even though its doors only open to 
a few lucky ones once in a while, the green 
surrounding area is a wonderful place to 
wander. Its imposing fortifications are an 
immersive decor for a historical battlefield 
movie. Continue walking west, you’ll 
stumble upon… a gigantic mall. Cut! Filming 
day over. 
///warrior.deeper.steers

22 ART THE EDGE
Since the unexpected appearance 

of three Banksy’s artworks in 2016 (the last 
one is still visible at n°48), the local street 
art scene is flourishing. The most impressive 
Murals are located in Fort Nieulay and 
Beau-Marais neighbourhoods, located at the 
eastern and western edges of the city. Go get 
lost in these remote areas! 
///touched.articulated.deflection
///info.mopped.touchy

33 THE GIANT HANDKERCHIEF
In 1989, the artist François Morellet 

was commissioned by the city to design 
a piece of art for this neighbourhood 
built in the late 60s and inhabited by 
lots of lace factory workers (n°18). He 
worked on the reproduction of a famous 
lace handkerchief in gigantic dimensions 
(2530 square meters!) directly on the 
ground. The Mosaic Bleriot In Lace 

represents Louis Blériot on his plane, 
the first aviator to cross the 

Channel by air in 1909.
///glue.project.veto

MORE TOURIST INFO at
Summer: 10:00-18:00. Sun 10:00-17:00
Winter: 10:00-18:00. Sat 10:00-17:00
The Tourist Info desk is especially useful 
if you are eager to discover the beautiful 
surroundings of Calais and need some  
advice about where to go and how to get 
there.
www.calais-cotedopale.com
///richest.because.probable

FREE PUBLIC TRANSPORT
In Calais, public transport is totally free. 
Buses run between 7:00-20:00. Info desk at 
“Vivabus” near n°15 or on  
www.sitac-calais-opale-bus.fr  
Summer: the Line 5 will drive you right up to 
the gorgeous cliffs of Cap Blanc Nez. Don’t 
miss this amazing landscape where you’ll 
get to soak up a panorama for miles around 
and a lungful of fresh air. 

BICYCLE
VEL’IN rental service: stations all 

around town, suitable for short trips. 1€/day 
subscription, the first 30min are free (you 
can go anywhere you want in Calais in a 30 
minutes interval). Subscribe with a phone 
and a credit card directly at the stations.  
Info: www.vel-in.fr

OPALE VELO SERVICES : 
Long Term Rental 

Mon-Sat 10:00-12:00/15:00-18:30  
Closed on Monday mornings  
Info: www.opaleveloservices.fr
///sunshine.royally.serves

GO IN AND OUT
High speed trains are the easiest way to get 
in and out. The station is located outside 
the city (take a train to go there from the 
main train station (///gift.because.
sobered) or the local bus line 6 and stop at 
“FRETHUN-GARE TGV”). 
Take the ferry to England at 
(companies: www.poferries.com or  
www.dfds.com) 

STREET ART FESTIVAL
Since the first street art festival 
organised during the summer 2020, 
lots of murals have flourished in the 
city. We have listed some of them with 
the dedicated logo  , but be 
prepared for surprises 
practically 
everywhere! 
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